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SUPERTOWNS PROGRAM 

776. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 
The Liberal–National government’s SuperTowns program is helping a number of regional towns prepare for 
significant population growth. Can the minister update the house on how this program is benefiting communities 
such as Manjimup and Jurien Bay? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the member for Moore for the question. This is a unique opportunity to talk about the SuperTowns 
program and what it means. The reason for this program is that we watched the growth in the Pilbara, which 
occurred without any planning and without any work to address the challenges of growth, and which has created 
some major anomalies and challenges for the community. We have looked at the southern half of the state, and 
we have identified communities that are likely to experience above-average growth. We want to plan for that 
growth by ensuring that infrastructure is made available, and we want to work with those communities to 
identify their areas of interest and their strategic advantages so that we can grow that into the future.  

The member for Moore has in his electorate Jurien Bay and Morawa, both of which are part of the SuperTowns 
program. Manjimup is also part of this program. Interestingly, on the weekend, Manjimup launched one of its 
major projects under the SuperTowns program. It has received funding for two major projects—$6.9 million for 
the agricultural expansion project, and $5.7 million for the Manjimup town centre revitalisation project. I am 
really excited to see the level of interest in the agricultural expansion project in Manjimup. The Weekend West 
did a great job on the weekend of highlighting that project. We need to remember that Manjimup has been the 
victim of government decisions and the community has had to undergo substantial change off the back of 
changes to the forest industry. The state government is continuing to invest in Manjimup to help it build on its 
strategic advantages. The branding for Manjimup, which is being pushed out into surrounding communities, is 
“Genuinely Southern Forests”. The “Genuinely Southern Forests” region covers Manjimup, Northcliffe, Walpole 
and Pemberton. That will help people to grow the local food industry and market that to the world. The member 
for Warren–Blackwood had 250 people at the launch of that project. That indicates the strong engagement of the 
local community in that project. The government is very confident that off the back of the planning and the 
marketing and the branding around “Genuinely Southern Forests”, as well as the investment in town 
infrastructure, we are setting up Manjimup for a strong future. 

As I have said, the member for Moore also has in his electorate Jurien Bay. I was in Jurien Bay at the weekend 
for the Indian Ocean Festival. That was well attended by the local community. They are developing a visitor and 
civic precinct. The fences are up and construction is underway. Those members who have not visited Jurien Bay 
recently should take the opportunity to call into Jurien Bay on Indian Ocean Drive. It is a fantastic little 
community, and it is looking forward to strong growth into the future. 
 


	SUPERTOWNS PROGRAM
	776. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development:

